
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                            September 2, 2018 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 250 (When Morning lights the Eastern Skies) 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I have internalized the understanding that when 
I worship you, or even attend to you and your presence with me, I 
will feel something on the good-happy-wonderful spectrum.  In 
fact, when I do not feel something on that spectrum I believe I am 
far from you and you are far from me.  You never promised 
anything like what I internalized.  You promised that your 
involvement with me and mine with you would make me feel 
more alive, a term which includes far more than whatever I think 
of as being on the good-happy-wonderful scale.  It is more 
accurate to say that your involvement with me and mine with you 
will immerse me in many feelings that do not make me feel good-
happy-wonderful, and that is because these are the ones I am 
most in need of engaging. You are intent on my inhabiting, 
comprehending and appreciating the life I actually have, and 
prefer that to my immersing myself in the life I want. Your 
knowledge of me far exceeds mine of myself, and your 
acceptance of the me you know far exceeds anything I am capable 
of enacting.  Still, I worship the idol of good-happy-wonderful 
rather than you, the one who brings the fullness of life. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 7:1-8, 14-25, 21-23 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 251 (Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure) 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 248 (You Are Before Me, Lord) 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for September 9, 2018 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 125; 

James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17; Mark 7:24-37. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 
 A modern way to conceptualize the Church Year is to see it as a 
description of the ways God introduces us to something in our 
unconscious, plants it firmly in our awareness, and then helps us 
integrated it into our understanding of our self. I am not saying that the 
people who assembled the Church Year would have described what they 
were doing in this way, but that when we look back on what they created 
from the point of view of our thought-world, what they assembled can be 
understood in this way, and when understood in this way what they 
created makes immense sense and is packed with insightfulness.  They 
created with mythology, which is a way of communicating that is less and 
less used and understood today, and more importantly is usually 
misunderstood.  Our minds are more analytical than mythological; that is, 
we more and more use analysis, logic and reasoning in approaching and 
understanding life and you. The desire to understand is a way of 
participating more deeply in our world and life, and the Church Year is a 
way of helping us have such understanding and participation. 
 One of the things we learn as we get older is that life does not work 
out the way we hoped it would or needed it to. We often blame this on 
others, but at some point in time we need to realize that our life works 
out the way it does partly because of what happens in us, the way we are 
impacted by our own emotional and psychological reality. The way we live 
is influenced by feelings and thinking not readily and easily available to us, 
yet which greatly determine how our life is. Christianity understands God 
as that which constantly works to connect us to what influences us yet is 
unavailable to us. God orchestrates the intrusion of thoughts and feelings 
which are important for us to embrace, elements of our life which lie in 
our unconscious and are active in us, and which our conscious life needs 
to know and make use of rather than fight against. The claim is made that 
we will have more life by embracing and exploring these thoughts and 
feelings than by resisting them. This analytical way of describing the 
experience of God’s presence is more available to modern people who use 
their reason in the way they approach God. 
 Ordinary Time Following Pentecost is a time in life when God helps us 
think and feel our way toward comprehending the thoughts and feelings 
which have slowly intruded into our awareness, a time when we integrate 
these invaders into our understanding of who we are. It is a time of 
intense aliveness more than of happiness. 

[Jim Robie, 8-30-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23) 

 In this text the Pharisees are commenting to Jesus that some of 
Jesus’ disciples are not following the tradition of the Elders of 
Judaism, the tradition of washing their hands before they eat. Since 
they do not wash their hands, these disciples are eating with 
defiled hands. The first time the English word “defiled” appears in 
this text it is a translation of the Greek word “common, i.e. 
(literally) shared by all, (ceremonially) profane” (not sacred). The 
second time “defiled” appears it is a translation of the Greek word 
meaning “not cleansed,” referring to not having performed the 
ceremony of hand-washing. Jesus does not take issue with hand-
washing itself, but with the way the ritual is used by the 
Pharisees—their doing the ritual was a way they worshipped God 
and enabled them to view themselves as set apart from and above 
the “common” people who they viewed as “profane.” The 
observance of this ritual and other rituals was the way their 
religious life was carried out, and in the eyes of Jesus kept them 
“far (at a distance)” from God and made it so that their worship 
was in “vain,” that is (in Greek) “served no purpose.” 
 In the eyes of Jesus, the worship of God was not about the 
performing of rituals but involved attending to the “heart” within 
us, which for the Greeks referred to the thoughts and feelings 
which arose from within us. And rather than the worship of God 
setting us apart from whatever within us we consider common and 
not-sacred (profane), the worship of God involves us more 
intimately with the common and what we consider not-sacred. In 
verses 14 and 15 Jesus says: “…listen to (hear) me, and understand 
(put this together mentally so as to comprehend it), there is 
nothing outside a person that by going in can defile them (get them 
connected to what about them they consider common and the 
opposite of sacred), but the things that come out are what defile 
(connect us to what we consider common and not-sacred).” To 
emphasize the point—Jesus turns the customary idea about the 
worship of God on its head such that the worship of God does not 
separate us from whatever about us we consider profane, but 
actually connects us to it. Focusing on rituals tends to separate us 

from (distance us from) the things about us that we consider not-
sacred and common and makes it possible to have inflated ideas 
about the person we are and to see ourselves as elevated and set-
apart from others. 
 It is customary to think of the worship of God as involving such 
inflation and elevation, that it yields such inflation and elevation. 
However, not in the eyes of Jesus, who seems to think of worship as 
moving us in the opposite direction, of helping us be better 
connected to the reality of who we are so that we can “put together 
mentally” a more accurate picture of the person we are and 
comprehend the person we are (comprehend means to know 
something as well as it can be known). Jesus includes as things to be 
comprehended thoughts and feelings about “…fornication, theft, 
murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, 
slander, pride, folly” (verses 21-22). He gives these the label of 
“intentions,” a word in Greek which refers to “internal discussions 
and considerations” (thoughts and feelings). He also gives them the 
label of “evil,” a word meaning “intrinsically worthless” the first 
time it appears in the text, and “hurtful” the second time it appears 
in the text.  What he is referring to are the common and ordinary 
thoughts and feelings related to the subjects listed in verses 21-22, 
thoughts and feelings we tend to think have no value, which we 
think are inconvenient, and which tend to make us uncomfortable 
and agitate us (hurtful). Jesus suggests that the worship of God will 
help us to comprehend these aspects of our life so that we become 
familiar with them and are not undone by them, but rather 
understand why we have them and appreciate what they tell us 
about ourselves. I suggest the reason he understands worship this 
way is so that the worthless and hurtful elements of our life do not 
overly influence the way we relate to ourselves and others and, 
therefore, so totally motivate the way we interact in the world. 
Instead, such thoughts and feelings can be used to help us make 
wise choices about how to relate and communicate. 

[Jim Robie, 8-30-18, 15th Sunday after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-13] 

 


